

LEGAL RAMIFICATIONS OF UNDERAGE DRINKING IN FLORIDA
I. 
Possession of Alcohol by a person under the age of 21
It is illegal for any person under the age of 21 to possess alcohol and is a 2nd degree misdemeanor with a fine of up to $500 and/ or up to 60 days in jail.
The person will also face a driver’s license suspension or revocation as described below and may face additional charges depending on the situation.

II.
Suspension of Driver License for drivers under age 21 found guilty of alcohol violations

If a minor is caught possessing drugs or if a person under age 21 is caught possessing alcohol, license can be suspended for 6 months to one (1) year for 1st violation and two (2) years for subsequent and if a person’s driver’s license is already suspended for any reason, then this is added to end of that suspension.  If a person is not eligible for a driver’s license then the person’s right to get a driver’s license is suspended for the required time period once the person becomes eligible.

III. 
Open House Parties
Defined as a social gathering at a house, condo, apartment or dwelling unit

Law:  A person in control of house (anyone 18 and over) and who knows alcohol is being used by a person under the age of 21 may be charged with a 2nd degree misdemeanor (punishable by up to $500 fine and 60 days in jail)
IV.
.02 Violation 
By applying for and accepting a driver license, you are deemed to consent to examinations


A person under the age of 21 who has a BAL (Breath Alcohol Level) of
      .02 or higher and is driving a vehicle will have license suspended for
      six (6)months for the 1st offense and one (1) year for the 2nd offense.
      If he or she refuses to give a breath test, then his or her license
      will be suspended for one year for the 1st offense and 18 months for the
      2nd offense.  Officer only needs reasonable suspicion that the person
      under age 21 is driving under the influence of any alcohol beverage,
      the officer does not need to believe he or she is impaired. This is an

      administrative offense and doesn’t involve a judge/ court system.
If under 18, the driver may have to go to an addictions receiving   facility.

V.
DUI and Minors

A first offense DUI will be very expensive and require months of probation, possible jail and sanctions such as:




Mandatory interlock device 





Vehicle impoundment





50 hrs Community Service





VIP-Victim Impact Panel




DUI school





Fines





DL Revocation

      In addition, you can expect your insurance rates to increase.
      If a law enforcement officer requests for a person to submit to a breath test and the person refuses to blow into a breathalyzer, a one year driver’s license suspension will result and he/ she can still be arrested and convicted for DUI.

Note:  DUI handled in Adult Court, not Juvenile Court

Additionally if a minor:

Court may reprimand or counsel minor and parents


Additional traffic school may be required

May require to pay fine to local government body


Curfew may be imposed


Failure to comply =contempt


Separate charge for contempt

May serve 5-15 days in jail for contempt


Additionally, if a minor, may be required to participate in Youthful Drunk Driving Violation Program


This program may include:

Investigation and consultation during program by the court and the

Defendant may be required to visit:  Trauma Center to view victims of vehicle accidents on Friday’s and Saturday’s to see DUI victims between 10 p.m. and 2 a.m.  May also be required to visit County Coroner to see victims of vehicle crashes. 
VI.
Open Container Law

A driver (any age) can be charged if he or she possess an open alcoholic beverage (includes any bottle with seal broken) while operating a vehicle. They can also be charged if the vehicle is parked while on the road if the person is sitting on vehicle, but not inside the vehicle.  


Open container shall be considered in Possession of Operator of vehicle if it is not in possession of passenger (unless locked away)


Civil infraction

VII.
Driver’s license (DL) Suspension/Cost


Insurance rates will increase

Driving While License is Suspended or Revoked is common and criminal

VIII.
Lasting effects of DUI/DWLSR

May become a Felony once a person is charged with a third offense of DUI or DWLSR

Doesn’t leave record

IX. Selling or providing alcohol to any person under age 21
      Selling, giving or serving alcoholic beverages to any person under the age of 21 is a second degree misdemeanor, punishable by up to a $500 fine and/ or up to 60 days in jail. Also, the driver’s license of any adult who provides alcohol to a person under age 21 may be suspended for 1 year (except if the adult was working for a licensed alcohol establishment at the time of the incident.
X.  False Identification (Fake ID)
      Using, possessing or displaying another person’s identification, such as a driver’s license, is a second degree misdemeanor. It is also illegal to let another person borrow your driver’s license. Using, displaying or possessing a computer generated or counterfeit ID card is a third degree felony.

