                        21 AND UP PATRON AGE RESTRICTION FACT SHEET                   
2006 Florida Youth Substance Abuse Survey- Hillsborough County
  Past 30 days student alcohol use:         Student binge drinking rate:
· High School
      37.5%
  
     High School      20.2%
· Middle School   15.2%

     Middle School    4.7% 
· 65% of high school students and 36% of middle school students drank alcohol at least once 
2007 Traffic Crash Facts- Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles
· Hillsborough County alcohol-related crash fatalities: 87 (45% increase from 2006)  

2007 Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office Central Breath Testing Data

· 6,633 DUI arrests countywide (6% decrease from 2006)
· 446 DUI arrests 18- 20 age group
· 478 total DUI arrests under age 21
18 to 20 year olds made up 4.6% of licensed drivers in Hillsborough County (reference- Dept of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles) yet comprised 7.6% of the DUI arrests in 2003 and 12.8% of the impaired drivers in alcohol-related crashes (HCSO). Hillsborough County is a state leader in DUI arrests and alcohol-related crashes, injuries and fatalities.
Why should the age to enter bars in Tampa be changed from 18 to 21?
The legal age to purchase and possess alcohol is 21 in every state in the U.S. Yet, some states, including Florida, allow 18- to 20- year-olds to patronize bars. Allowing underage youth into bars places them in a high-risk environment. Alcoholic beverages are readily available in bars and clubs. Many bar patrons are 21 or older and can legally drink. The 21 and older adults can buy drinks for the underage patrons. Young people may wash off the X on their hand (some clubs use an X mark to identify those under 21) or borrow an older adult’s drinking “bracelet”. Fake IDs are another method used to obtain drinks. Some bartenders, promoters, servers and security staff allow underage patrons to drink, either intentionally, through carelessness, or lack of adequate staff. Realistically, bar staff can’t supervise a dark, crowded room of 18- to 20- year-olds mixed in with older adults, to make sure the underaged young people do not drink alcohol. Law enforcement agencies don’t have the manpower or time to adequately enforce underage drinking laws in bars/ clubs that allow 18 to 20 year olds. The consequences of the underage drinking that occurs in these establishments include: DUI, alcohol-related crashes and fatalities, sexual assaults, fights, vandalism, accidental injuries, sexually transmitted disease, unplanned pregnancy, and alcohol poisoning.
Research shows that environmental policies that reduce youth access to alcohol can help prevent underage drinking and its consequences. One way to reduce youth access to alcohol is to strengthen existing minimum purchase age laws. Prohibiting minors from entering bars is a recommended strategy listed in “Strategies to Reduce Underage Alcohol Use: Typology and a Brief Overview”, produced by the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention/ PIRE. Laws or ordinances that prohibit minors from entering bars help express the community norm against underage drinking more clearly and can reduce the need for extra law enforcement manpower, decrease alcohol-related crime, improve public health and safety, and lower the city’s or county’s expenses for repairs and clean-up.
Currently, thirteen cities or counties in Florida have enacted ordinances to restrict bar patrons to ages 21 and up. They are: Ft. Lauderdale, Ocala, Ft. Myers, West Palm Beach, Palm Beach County, Broward County, Manatee County, the City of Sarasota, Sarasota County, Sunrise, Cape Coral, Venice and Miami Beach (to obtain city/ county alcohol ordinances go to www.municode.com). Ft. Lauderdale Police Department collected crime data that showed a 34% decrease in crime after the ordinance was enacted. Ft. Myers reported a 40% decrease in calls for police service at the bars. 
The Tampa Alcohol Coalition is collecting data and researching the possibility of enacting a 21 and up bar patron age restriction in Tampa/ Hillsborough County. A survey of adults conducted in May 2006 in Tampa Bay by SurveyUSA showed 71% agreed that the entrance age to bars should be 21. TAC supports the 21 entrance age restriction at bars as a way to prevent underage access to alcohol, help reduce crime, injuries, rapes and other consequences of underage drinking and to improve community health and safety.
For more information contact the Tampa Alcohol Coalition: Ellen Snelling 813-983-1939 or er.snelling@verizon.net  (updated 12/08) web site: www.tampatac.com
